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welcome to the

theater
CONGRATULATIONS!

You'll be working with

your creative team and

fellow cast members to

put on a musical. Before

you begin rehearsals,

there are some important

things you should know.

This book is your

script. Whether

putting on a school

production or rehearsing

a professional show,

every actor, director

and stage manager
works from a script. Your

script contains some

additional information

like this introduction and

a glossary. You can look
up any bold words in
the glossary at the back

of this book. Be sure

to take good care of

your script, and use a

pencil when taking notes
in it, since what you'll be
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doing onstage can change during rehearsals.
One of the first things you'll need to learn is what to call the various

areas of the stage. Since most stages used to be raked, or tilted

down toward the house, where the audience sits, we still use the term
downstage to refer to the area closest to the audience and upstage to
refer to the area furthest from the audience. Stage left and stage right
are from the actor's perspective when facing the audience. The diagram
above shows how to use these terms to label nine different parts of the
stage.
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Icon Notes Key
otice that we have included notes on

the left side of each page, called "icon

experience directing this show with

age-appropriate performers. They are designed

to provide you with insider information from

someone who has successfully completed the

task you are currently undertaking: directing
this musical. Read them for expert strategies

and specific insights on producing a successful

musical.

The icon notes are broken into the following

categories, described below:

CHOREOGRAPHY

Choreography notes augment the Choreography

DVD by offering additional information and

support on how best to choreograph the show

and when to use the DVD.

MUSIC

Music notes provide insight, hints and

troubleshooting suggestions specific to the
music direction of the show.

MUSIC CUE

Music cues inform when the music of a given

song or underscoring should begin. Note, this

information is also provided as a reproducible

form called the "Sound Cue Sheet" and is

located in the Resources section of this guide.

PROP

Prop notes offer insight into the props required
for the show.

COSTUME

Costume notes suggest specific costume needs

or challenges.
SET

Set notes offer suggestions and insight

concerning the scenery and furniture used in the

show.

DIRECTING

Directing notes provide special insight and
professional tips on how to effectively direct the

show.

DIRECTING

Lighting notes offer ideas on how to light the

show on any budget.

STAGING

Staging notes offer suggestions regarding the
placement of the actors on the stage. This

may include reminders as to which character

should be the focus of a given scene, detailing

any complex stage action or offering blocking

suggestions.
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(#1 - OVERTURE begins. A red-and-white-striped hat

sits on a very empty stage. A CHILD (JOJO) enters and
notices it.)

CHILD

Now that is a very unusual hat.
I wonder what's under a hat such as that.

It could be a creature they call the Ga-Zat

Or a sort of a kind of a hat-wearing...

Cat!

(The CHILD picks up the hat, and CAT 1, CAT 2 and
CAT 3 suddenly appear.)

CATS, CHILD

(#2 - ОН, THE THINKS YOU CAN THINK! begins.)

OH, THE THINKS YOU
CAN THINK!

CAT 1: I can see

that you've got quite
a mind for your age!
ツ

CAT 2: Why, one Think
and you dragged me right
onto the stage!

e
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